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Oral Pemphigus Vulgaris
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Abstract

Pemphigus wvulgaris (PV) is a chronic

autoimmune intraepithelial vesiculobullous
disease of the skin and mucous membranes. PV
commonly affects the oral mucosa and it can be
the initial site of presentation. Oral lesions
present as painful ulcers preceded by bullae. The
diagnosis of PV is based on clinical, histo-
pathologic and immunopathologic examination.
Systemic steroids are the mainstay of treatment
for PV. This article reviews the etiology,
pathogenesis, clinical presentations, diagnosis

and management of PV.

Key Words: pemphigus vulgaris, steroids
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Figure 1 Multiple ulcers on the buccal mucosa and

retromolar pad in a PV patient
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Figure 2 Red erosions on the palate in a PV patient
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Figure 3 Ulcers on the labial mucosa and lower lip

in a PV patient
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Figure 4 Desquamative gingivitis in a PV patient
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Figure 5 Desquamative gingivitis with ulcerative

craters in a PV patient
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Figure 6 Application of gentle pressure with mouth
mirror handle to oral tissue, known as
Nikolsky's sign

CM Dent J Vol. 29 No. 2 July-December 2008

latanunaila (lichen planus) 8WinaflNAuTaL4-
a1 (epidermolysis bullosa) Lazasnudannafin
(erythema multiforme)™*"”

dmiuseslsafiiamivluszazuanadnsng iy
sjuﬁﬁ‘l@ﬁﬂwmﬂﬂﬁq (gﬂ‘ﬁ' 7) ﬁjmﬁwumﬂdwﬁﬂﬁ
LﬁmLLN@ﬂ@faﬂﬁ'Lffi‘mhmLmzﬁﬂmmwmm’magﬁ@m
AuunadnaAes ﬁwnmu’?mmﬁjuﬁﬂ@ﬁjuﬁﬂmmmﬂ
210 wazdnauuiautivilnAaviiaitusanlsa

Tl A un TN THauanFaniImagauilaagn-
161“1‘(2,3,17)

s 7 seelandiiaiansauionianks danwo
g ladnais (36
Figure 7 Flaccid bullae on the skin in a PV patient
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Figure 8 Histopathologic features of PV showing
the suprabasal cleft formation with intact
basal cell layer

(Courtesy of Dr-Mingkwan Muangmanee)
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Figure 9 Histopathologic features of PV showing
Tzanck cells (arrows) sitting within
the intraepithelial cleft
(Courtesy of Dr-Mingkwan Muangmanee)
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1. wauaandnuanlnun (Non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma)

2. Tnafinaninlg@naaAile (Chronic lympho-
cytic leukemia)

3. TspuAaauNY (Castleman’s disease)

4. \ilpsansienndfa (Thymoma)

5. uziSailaidieAensin Sarcomas)

6. NZIF9ALEAY (Pancreatic carcinoma)

7. uzifedmadaltan1eeannay (Broncho-
genic carcinoma)

8. NZIFUANUN (Breast carcinomas)
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