Y d
unanNfana
Review Article

msdamsmvnuanssuluyloalsaydsisos
Dental Management in Alcoholism
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Abstract

Chronic alcoholism is serious condition with medi-
cal and psychosocial complications which may affect
dental health and treatment. This article presents the
definition and clinical appearance of chronic alcoholism
including systemic and emotional consequence of alco-
hol use, interaction between alcohol and other drugs
used, oral problems and management of the patients.
This article may help dental practitioners understand and
be able to provide proper care and treatment for the

patients with chronic alcoholism.
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Table 1 Adverse interactions between alcohol or
resultant alcoholic liver disease and medica-
tions used in dentistry
Medication Drug Interaction Dentist’s Action
Analgesics
Acetaminophen | Hepatotoxicity may occur Limit acetaminophen to 2 grams
because of toxic acetaminophen | per day ; counsel patient about
metabolites and glutathione the risks of long term alcohol
depletion use and acetaminophen toxicity
Aspirin Excessive bleeding may occur Counsel patient to discontinue
because of aspirin-induced alcohol use during analgesic
prolonagtion of bleeding time therapy
Ibuprofen Increase risk of gastric mucosal | Counsel patient to discountinue
ulceration and gastrointestinal alcohol use during analgesic
hemorrhage. Renal toxicity has | therapy
been reported in association
with binge drinking
Antibiotics A disulfiram effect may occur, Avoid use of cefoperazone and
Cephalosporins | permitting the accumulation of | cefotetan
(some) acetaldehyde, leading to facial
flushing, headache, palpitation
and nausea
Erythromycin Decreased absorption of Counsel patient of discontinue
erythromycin, with a consequent | alcohol use during erythromycin
decrease in effective therapy
Metronidazole | A disulfiram effect may occur, Counsel patient fo discontinue
permitting the accumulation of | alcohol use during metronida-
acetaldehyde, leading to facial zole therapy
flushing, headache, palpitation
and nausea
Tetracycline Increased absorption and Counsel patient to discontinue
increased plasma concentration | alcohol use during tetracycline
in healthy subjects after acute therapy
ingestion of ethanol ; however,
diminished effectiveness in
long-term alcoholics because of
induction of metabolizing
enzymes
Antifungal
Agent May increase risk of liver Counsel patient to discontinue
Ketoconazole damage. A disulfiram effect alcohol use during ketoconazole
may occur, permitting the therapy
accumulation of acetaldehyde,
leading to facial flushing,
headache palpitation and nausea
Barbiturates Concurrent use may increase Advise patients to never drink
Pentobarbital CNS* depressant effects. alcohol when taking barbiturates
Secobarbital Diminished effectiveness in
long-term alcoholics because of
cellular tolerance to CNS
depression, increased
metabolism, or both
Benzodiaz- Concurrent use may increase Initially decrease the usual
epines CNS depressant effects. dosage of medication and
Diazepam Diminished effectiveness in observe patient for CNS
long-term alcoholics because of | depression. Counsel patient to
Lorazepam cellular tolerance to CNS discontinue alcohol use during
depression, increased treatment
metabolism or both
Chloral Concurrent use may Initially decrease the usual
Hydrate significantly increase CNS dosage of medication and

depressant effects.

observe patient for CNS
depression. Counsel patient to
discontinue alcohol use during
treatment
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Medication Drug Interaction Dentist’s Action
Opioids Sedative side effects are Initially decrease the usual
markedly increased dosage of medication and
observe patient for CNS
depression. Counsel patient to
discontinue alcohol use during
treatment.
91 : Friedlander AH, Marder SR, Pisegna JR, Yagiela JA. alcohol abuse and

dependence: psychopathology, medical management and dental implica-
tions. J Am Dent Assoc 2003 ; 134 : 731-740
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