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Abstract

The first international conference on health
promotion, in Ottawa, in 1986 declared ‘“the
Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion.”
Afterwards was accepted as the “new” health
promotion paradigm. Two fundamental concepts
of the Ottawa charter for health promotion are 1)
understanding health in its broader meaning, not
only implying the absent of disease and 2) the
participation of social sectors other than the
health sector for empowering society, community
and people. This two fundamental concepts were
extended in later conferences, including the latest
conference in Bangkok in 2005. The oral health
promotion programs under these concepts must

be concerned with the social determinants and

with using social process for improving the oral
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health condition. Thus, oral health workers must
learn to be involved in a general public health
and to understand the diverse meanings of
oral

“good” health to gain the publics

participation in oral health promotion programs.

Key words: the “new” health promotion, ottawa
charter for health promotion, Bangkok charter

for health promotion, oral health promotion
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